FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
»
their allegiance to some organization outside France. Jews
first of all, then Freemasons, who belong to an international
body, then Protestants, whose religion is of foreign origin,
finally meteques—i.e. resident foreigners or recently naturalized
Frenchmen. France is at the present time the prey of those
four " alien estates " which, if they be not either expelled or
held in check, will soon " denationalize " the country and
divert her from the natural course of her development. They
will, in particular, weaken her power and prestige abroad,
and by their insistence on individual rights, without which of
course they would never have acquired that power they now
exercise to" the disaster of the country, will weaken the State
and cause France—are causing her, in fact—to fall into anarchy
and helplessness. The very idea of individual rights is an alien
idea, partly English, partly American, brought into France by
the Swiss Rousseau, so that you may say that the " French "
Revolution was scarcely French at all, but a complete dis-
tortion of French development; it introduced the fallacy
of " equality," taught people to think in universal and not
national terms, talked of " men " and not of Frenchmen, and
destroyed all the institutions on which the real France rested,
the vocational corporations which held society together, the
Monarchy which secured the unity of the State, and the Church
which secured unity of education, faith and outlook. " In fact,"
says M. Dimier, " everyone who thinks, in the exact proportion
as he thinks, is with us against the Revolution,"x
The nationalist is thus confronted with an urgent task of
both destruction and reconstruction: " the Revolution must
be undone: that is the main problem,"2 and this by the
restoration of what the Revolution overthrew, the Monarchy
and the Church.
By " Monarchy " all do not necessarily mean the Orleans
dynasty, although its return became an integral demand of the
extremist party, thee< Action fran^aise." A president, elected for
a long term of years, with virtually unlimited executive power,
would in the eyes of many be adequate for the restoration
of authority. The essential thing is the subordination of any
1 Dimier, Les Maitres de la Contre-Rfoolutiony p. 27.	2 Ibid., p. 24.
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